n                             FOREIGN TRAVEL                      '       23

those of Spain. The Earl of Lincoln was, therefore,
nominated Ambassador Extraordinary to sound the
matter of his queen's contract with a prince of the
French blood-royal. Sir Henry Sidney seized this oppor-
tunity for sending Philip on the grand tour; and
Elimbeth granted licence to "her trusty and well-
bolovod Philip Sidney, Esq., to go out of England into
parts beyond the sea, with three servants and four
horses, ote,, to rotuaiu the space of two years imme-
diately following Inn departure out of the realm, for the
attaining the knowledge of foreign languages." On the
UCth of May the expedition loft London, Philip carrying
a letter from bin uncle Leicester to Francis Walsingham,
Thin excellent man, who WEB destined after some years
to become bin father-in-law, counted among the best and
wisest of English statesmen. He was a man of Sir
Henry Kidney's, rather than of Leicester's, stamp; and
it in recorded of him, to his honour, that, after a life
spent in public service, he died so poor that his funeral
had to bo conducted at night.

When Lincoln returned to England with advice in
favour of Abn^on's suit, Philip stayed at Paris. The
wuumor of I57ii was an eventful one in French history*
Charles IX. had betrothed his sister, Margaret of Valois,
to Henry of Navarre ; and the Capital welcomed Catholic
und Huguonot nobles, the flower of both parties which
divided France, on terms of external courtesy and seem-
ing friendship, Fulko (Jrcville tells us that the king of
Nuvarro wan HO struck with Philip's excellent disposition
that ho admitted him to intimacy. At the same time
Charles IX., who had been installed Knight of the
(Javier on the name day as Philip's father, appointed him himself to maintain it
